Methods of analysis for infant formula: Food and Drug Administration and Infant Formula Council Collaborative Study.
Because the U.S. Infant Formula Act of 1980 requires manufacturers to produce formula containing a specific minimum amount of nutrients, it became necessary to establish analytical methods for the nutrients listed in the Act. The Food and Drug Administration, the Infant Formula Council, its member companies, contract laboratories, and other government laboratories undertook a collaborative study of available methods; the specific nutrients studied to date include vitamins A, B6, C, riboflavin, and niacin, and the elements calcium, magnesium, iron, zinc, copper, manganese, sodium, and potassium. The coefficients of variation in most cases have been as good as those that could be predicted from other collaborative studies. The methods studied for these nutrients have been adopted official first action except the method for vitamin A.